JUST DO WHAT JESUS TELLS YOU TO DO

· God has a unique plan and purpose for every person’s life which commences the moment they receive Jesus Christ into their heart and life to be their Lord and Saviour. 
· The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
· The moment we come to Christ and are born again, we gain the gift of eternal life. Jesus Himself said, “… that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:15)

· As we commit to following God’s plan for our life, our lives have the potential to make a great impact on the world for eternity. His plan for our life is far greater that we could ever imagine. 
· The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) 
· Knowing and following God’s plan for our life is the key to bearing fruit in our lives as Christians. 
· Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

· There are many reasons why we need to stay close to the Lord so that we just do what Jesus tells us to do. 
These include,     
i) The LORD has a future full of hope for us. In the book of Jeremiah we read, 
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
ii) His plan for our life is the key to experiencing abundant life (a life full of purpose and meaning) (John 10:10), 
iii) God’s ways are far higher that our ways, (Isaiah 55: 8-9) 
iv) We only have one life in this body to store up treasures for eternity  (Matthew 6:19-21), 
v) Our labour for the Lord is never in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58) and 
vi) Because we have a very real adversary the devil, who will continually try and distract us and cause us to make wrong choices in life, so that we miss out on what God has planned for our life. The Apostle Peter wrote, 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

Before we look at the account of Jesus turning the water into wine, I will now share quickly four of the many ways in which the LORD speaks to us to give us direction in our lives as Christians:

1) As we read and meditate on the Word of God (the bible), we will receive direction from God for our life through His Word. (A Rhema Word is where a piece of Scripture is illuminated by the Holy Spirit which relates to an area of need in our life or which is a direct answer to our prayers) (Psalm 119:105) (Psalm 119:133)
2) God speaks directly to us as we seek Him in prayer for help and direction. The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth. (John 14:26) (John 16:13) It is so important that we make time to be still before the LORD so that we can hear His voice. (Jeremiah 23:18)
3) Through other Christians when we gather together in fellowship (Proverbs 11:14), and
4) Through our circumstances. The Lord closes doors that no man can open and often through our circumstances causes us to come back into alignment with His will and plan for our life. Often trials and challenges also get us back to a place of intimacy with our walk with the Lord so that we can hear His voice more clearly. In the book of Acts we see how the Apostle Paul was forbidden by the Holy Spirit at one stage to preach the word in Asia. (Acts 16:6-8) 

I will now look at the account of Jesus turning the water into wine in Chapter two of the gospel of John.
“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.
Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.
And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!” This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.” (John 2:1-11)
I WILL NOW LOOK AT SEVEN THINGS THAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THE ABOVE ACCOUNT

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF INVOLVING THE LORD IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE     
When the wine ran out at the wedding, the mother of Jesus made this problem known to Him. 
When we go through life we need to commit our cares to the Lord continually and to seek His direction in all that we do in life. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
God wants to help us in every area of our life. He cares even for the little things in our life, even though these things may at times seem trivial to others 

2) JESUS IS ALWAYS WILLING AND ABLE TO MEET OUR NEEDS

God knows our every single need even before we ask Him. Jesus Himself said, 

“And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” (Matthew 6:7-8) 
When Jesus became aware of the fact that they had run out of wine at the wedding feast, he was prepared to supernaturally meet this need. When we put the Lord first in our life, He promises to meet our every single need. Jesus said, 
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 
In the book of Psalms we read, “No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11)
3) WE MUST ACT UPON WHAT GOD CALLS US TO DO IN LIFE 
(Faith without works is dead) 
OBEDIENCE IS A KEY TO EXPERIENCING GOD’S BLESSINGS (ISAIAH 1:19)
Faith will almost always involve taking steps of action. Peter walked on the water when he got out of the boat. 
When we are in need of help God will give us the keys to seeing our circumstances turned around. 
As we step out and act upon what God has called us to do in life, we begin to see the miracles and breakthroughs in our life. 
The servants filled the waterpots with water at the instructions of Jesus. As we step out in faith to do the new things that God has called us to do, we can be assured that He will never let us down. 
It was as Joshua and his men of war and the seven priests marched around the city of Jericho with the ark, as instructed by the LORD, that the wall fell flat down.   (Joshua 6:1-20) In the book of Hebrews we read, “BY FAITH the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.” (Hebrews 11:30)

4) GOD’S WAYS ARE OFTEN DIFFERENT TO WHAT WE WOULD DO IN LIFE

God’s ways are often so different to the way that we would do things. 
His ways are however far higher that our ways. Rather than trying to rationalise what the Lord tells us to do, we need to simply just do what He tells us to do with a childlike faith. 
To the servants to fill the six waterpots with water would have made little sense as they needed more wine. 
In Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
5) GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WILL INVARIABLY INVOLVE TAKING STEPS OF FAITH (WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD)
Once the waterpots had been filled the servants were told by Jesus to draw some of the water out and to take it to the master of the feast. AND THEY TOOK IT.  
It was as they stepped out by faith to serve the water that they experienced the miracle of seeing the water turned into wine. 
In the book of Hebrews we read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) and “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
6) GOD’S DESIRE IS TO GIVE US THE BEST IN LIFE (A life full of purpose and meaning)

The master of the feast after tasting the water that had been turned into wine said that it was the best wine. 
God has the best plan for our life and knows what is best for us. If we continually just do what Jesus tells us to do, we will live a life which is full of purpose and meaning, although not free of trouble. 
However even when we are going through the tough times in life, the Lord knows best what we should do during these trials. 
Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
7) GOD IS ABLE AND WILLING TO PERFORM MIRACLES IN OUR LIFE TODAY (Today no situation is impossible in your life. Jesus still performs miracles today) 
In the book of Hebrews we read, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Jesus Himself said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) 
Today if you seem to be in an impossible position in life, there is a God who is able to redeem your life. King David wrote,
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”        (Psalm 103:2-5)

Today you can make your need known to Jesus Christ. As we put our faith and trust in Him and just do what He tells us to do, He is still able to make a way where there seems no way.
In the gospel of Luke we read, “And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” (Luke 17:5-6)
Jesus also said,
“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”(Mark 11:22-24)
IN CONCLUSION, NO SITUATION IS EVER IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD BECAUSE NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

Today you can put your faith and trust in the Lord by saying the following prayer: Dear Father in heaven, I know that I have run from You for many years, but today I turn to You and I ask that You forgive me of all my past wrong doings and sins. Today I want to follow Your plan for my life. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross to shed His sinless Blood for my sins and that He arose again from the dead three days later. I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this moment on.  Amen   
